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Summer is a time that should find us looking forward to reading and remembering 

that a good book can be fun as well as informative.  David E. Owens Middle 

School encourages all students and their families to engage in reading together 

this summer by exploring literature of all kinds.  Research has shown that students 

who read during the summer months retain learning and move into the new school 

year more prepared than do students who do not read.  We want students to build 

time during the day to read independently.  By encouraging students to read 

independently over the summer, we support the goal of creating lifelong readers.  

Our district mission is to have all students read at least 20 minutes each day this 

summer. 
 

As a result of challenges, due to the pandemic, this year’s summer reading format 

has been changed.   We will not be collecting any reflections or work this fall, 

instead, we are writing to encourage our students to read one book from the 

grade-level lists and an unlimited number of additional reading choices.  By 

scrolling down to the appropriate level for next year’s grade, students and their 

families can find information to assist with this selection.  Students should also 

read different genres and forms of written expression including newspapers, 

magazines, fiction, historical fiction, biographies, non-fiction and poetry.  There is 

no limit on what a student can read this summer---Just Read!   
 

All students, including those who are new to David E. Owens Middle School are 

encouraged to participate. 
 

Enjoy the summer, and be sure to read! 

 

Mr. DeLalla 

Principal 



 
 

6th-Grade Book List 
 

All 6th grade students are encouraged to read one of the following books:  
   
  

● The Giver by Lois Lowry 

The Giver, the 1994 Newbery Medal winner, has become one of the most influential novels 

of our time. The haunting story centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a seemingly 

ideal, if colorless, world of conformity and contentment. Not until he is given his life 

assignment as the Receiver of Memory does he begin to understand the dark, complex 

secrets behind his fragile community. Lois Lowry has written three companion novels to 

The Giver, including Gathering Blue, Messenger, and Son. 

 

● Loser by Jerry Spinelli 

Just like other kids, Zinkoff rides his bike, hopes for snow days, and wants to be like his 

dad when he grows up, but Zinkoff also raises his hand with all the wrong answers, trips 

over his own feet, and falls down with laughter over a word like "Jabip." Other kids have 

their own word to describe him, but Zinkoff is too busy to hear it. He doesn't know he's not 

like everyone else. And one winter night, Zinkoff's differences show that any name can 

someday become "hero." With some of his finest writing to date and great wit and humor, 

Jerry Spinelli creates a story about a boy's individuality surpassing the need to fit in and 

the genuine importance of failure.  

 

● Matilda by Roald Dahl 

Matilda is a sweet, exceptional young girl, but her parents think she's just a nuisance. She 
expects school to be different but there she has to face Miss Trunchbull, a kid-hating terror 
of a headmistress. When Matilda is attacked by the Trunchbull she suddenly discovers she 
has a remarkable power with which to fight back. It'll take a superhuman genius to give 
Miss Trunchbull what she deserves and Matilda may be just the one to do it! 

 

● Tangerine by Edward Bloor 

Paul Fisher sees the world from behind glasses so thick he looks like a bug-eyed alien. But 

he’s not so blind that he can’t see there are some very unusual things about his family’s 

new home in Tangerine County, Florida. Where else does a sinkhole swallow the local 

school, fire burn underground for years, and lightning strike at the same time every day?  

The chaos is compounded by constant harassment from his football–star brother, and 

adjusting to life in Tangerine isn’t easy for Paul—until he joins the soccer team at his 

middle school. With the help of his new teammates, Paul begins to discover what lies 

beneath the surface of his strange new hometown.  He also gains the courage to face up 

to some secrets his family has been keeping from him for far too long. In Tangerine, it 

seems, anything is possible. 

 



● Homeless Bird by Gloria Whelan 

Like many girls her age in India, thirteen–year–old Koly faces her arranged marriage with 

hope and courage. However, Koly's story takes a terrible turn when in the wake of the 

ceremony, she discovers she's been horribly misled; her life has been sold for a dowry. In 

prose both graceful and unflinching, this powerful novel relays the story of a rare young 

woman, who even when cast out into a brutal current of time–worn tradition, sets out to 

forge her own remarkable future. Inspired by a newspaper article about the real thirteen–

year–old widows in India today, this universally acclaimed best–selling novel, characterized 

by spare, lyrical language and remarkable detail, transports readers into the heart of a 

gripping tale of hope. 

 

7th-Grade Book List 

 

All 7th grade students are encouraged to read one of the following books: 
  

 Hope Was Here by Joan Bauer 
When Hope and her aunt move to small-town Wisconsin to take over the local diner, Hope's 
not sure what to expect. But what they find is that the owner, G.T., has decided to run for 
mayor against a corrupt candidate. And as Hope starts to make her place at the diner, she also 
finds herself caught up in G.T.'s campaign--particularly his visions for the future. After all, as 
G.T. points out, “everyone can use a little hope to help get through the tough times” . . . even 
Hope herself.  
 

 The Boy on the Wooden Box by Leon Leyson  
 Leon was only ten years old when the Nazis invaded Poland and his family was forced to 
relocate to the Krakow ghetto. With incredible luck, perseverance, and grit, Leyson was able to 
survive the concentration camp outside Krakow. However, it was the generosity and cunning of 
one man, a man named Oskar Schindler, who saved Leon Leyson’s life. By adding his and his 
family’s names to his list of workers in his factory—a list that became world renowned as 
Schindler’s List, many lives were saved. 
 

 The Lost Hero by Rick Riordan 
After saving Olympus from the evil Titan lord, Kronos, Percy and friends have rebuilt their 
beloved Camp Half-Blood, where the next generation of demigods must now prepare for a 
chilling prophecy of their own: Seven half-bloods shall answer the call, To storm or fire the 
world must fall. An oath to keep with a final breath, And foes bear arms to the Doors of Death. 
Now, in a brand-new series from blockbuster best-selling author Rick Riordan, fans return to 
the world of Camp Half-Blood. Here, a new group of heroes will inherit a quest. But to survive 
the journey, they'll need the help of some familiar demigods. 

 

 So B.It  by Sarah Weeks 
Heidi knows her mom loves her, but because of her mother's mental disability, she is unable to 
care for herself or her daughter. Their loving neighbor, Bernadette, helps out and is a vital part 
of their family. Bernadette finally manages to teach Mama how to open cans, but tying shoes is 
beyond her capabilities. Mama can't read or tell time. She knows 23 words. One of Mama's 
words, "soof," is a mystery --- no one knows what it means, and Mama is unable to define it. 
This word in her mother′s vocabulary begins to haunt her, and Heidi′s thirst for the truth leads 
her on a cross-country journey in search of the secrets of her past. 



  

8th-Grade Book List 
 

All 8th grade students are encouraged to read one of the following books: 

 
 

 Starry Eyes by Jen Bennett  
A teen girl’s way-too-ordinary life is driven off the beaten path when she’s abandoned in the 
wilderness with her worst adversary—the boy who broke her heart. Ever since last year’s 
homecoming dance, best friends-turned-best enemies Zorie and Lennon have made an art of 
avoiding each other. It doesn’t hurt that their families are the modern day, Californian version 
of the Montagues and Capulets. But when a group camping trip goes south, Zorie and Lennon 
find themselves stranded in the wilderness. Alone. Together. What could go wrong? As the two 
travel deeper into Northern California’s rugged backcountry, secrets and hidden feelings 
surface. But can Zorie and Lennon’s rekindled connection survive out in the real world? Or was 
it just a result of the fresh forest air and the magic of the twinkling stars? 

 

 Ten by Gretchen McNeil  
Ten teens. Three days. One killer. It was supposed to be the weekend of their lives—an 
exclusive house party on Henry Island. Best friends Meg and Minnie are looking forward to two 
days of boys, booze, and fun-filled luxury. But what starts out as fun turns twisted after the 
discovery of a DVD with a sinister message: Vengeance is mine. And things only get worse 
from there. With a storm raging outside, the teens are cut off from the outside world . . . so 
when a mysterious killer begins picking them off one by one, there’s no escape. 
 

 Blood Red, Snow White by Marcus Sedgwick  
When writer Arthur Ransome leaves his unhappy marriage in England and moves to Russia to 
work as a journalist, he has little idea of the violent revolution about to erupt. Unwittingly, he 
finds himself at its center, tapped by the British to report back on the Bolsheviks even as he 
becomes dangerously, romantically entangled with Trotsky's personal secretary. Both sides 
seek to use Arthur to gather and relay information for their own purposes . . . and both grow to 
suspect him of being a double agent. Arthur wants only to elope far from conflict with his 
beloved, but her Russian ties make leaving the country nearly impossible. And the more Arthur 
resists becoming a pawn, the more entrenched in the game he seems to become. 
 

 White Rabbit by Caleb Roehrig  
Rufus Holt is having the worst night of his life. It begins with the reappearance of his ex-boyfriend, 
Sebastian–the guy who stomped his heart out like a spent cigarette. Just as Rufus is getting ready to 
move on, Sebastian turns up out of the blue, saying they need to “talk.” Things couldn’t get worse, 
right? Then Rufus gets a call from his sister April, begging for help. He and Sebastian find her, 
drenched in blood and holding a knife beside the dead body of her boyfriend, Fox Whitney. April swears 
she didn’t kill Fox. Rufus knows her too well to believe she’s telling him the whole truth, but April has 
something he needs. 


